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MR. CASTORINA: The time is 0910 hours. We 


are conducting an interview. We are at the World 


Trade Center Task Force on Duane Street. I'm Ron 
Castorina. 

MR. McCOURT: I'm Tom McCourt. 

MR. CASTORINA: Sir, your name and your 


title. 


DEPUTY CHIEF BLAICH: Charles R. Blaich, 


Deputy Chief. 
Q. Chief, can you tell me on September 11, 2001 


the events that took place that day. 


A es, 
ME. ceived 2 call from my 


brother that the World Trade Center was burning. His 


wife drove both of us to the ferry, Staten Island 


Ferry. We live on Staten Island obviously. And we got 
a boat that departed approximately 0930 hours in the 
morning. On board that boat were various police 
detachments and vehicles and a number of volunteer 


firefighters taking the boat over to volunteer. 


At some time off the Battery, off the 


Whitehall ferry terminal, the first tower collapsed and 


then it appeared after that the second one collapsed 


and in between that time frame, the boat finally got 
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into the slip. We worked our way off the boat. My 


brother went to the east side to try to work his way up 


Broadway to get to the Duane Street fire house to get 


his gear. 


Q. Who is your brother? 

A. William. 

Q. William Blaich? 

A. I worked to the west side with the people 


from Staten Island who had volunteered. We stopped for 
a few minutes. There was a traffic supervisor that 
kind of directed us through the subway at Whitehall 
Street to see if we could work our way up north that 
way and there were just too many non-answers. We 
decided to proceed to the west away from in the dust 
cloud as much as we could. We worked our way up around 
the Battery. 


In that route, we bumped into -- the first 


Fire Department activity we bumped into was a mobile 


command post, which was -- apparently had just come out 


of the Battery Tunnel and was trying to set up, I guess 


Battery Park Plaza there, that street just north of the 


Battery. 
I went on board that vehicle and received a 


radio, tried to find out what was going on. There was 
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really little or no information. I got my volunteers 
together. We had a contractor giving us an assortment 


of shovels and picks and whatever and we proceeded 
further up to the west. I bumped into Dr. Prezant, who 
looked like he had just been put in a bag of flour and 
shaken up and down several times. He was very 
disoriented, but he was able to give me a little bit of 
information of what was going on. We commandeered, or 
we asked actually, one of the volunteer ambulances that 
were there, gave us some face masks to wear at that 
point. 

We grabbed a pile of those and proceeded 
further north. I eventually arrived at Liberty and 
West Street, where basically I was -- Rescue 2, whose 
rig was there. There was an engine company behind 


Rescue 2, although I don't remember the number of it. 


That was on the north side of Liberty Street and on the 


south side there was a commercial van of some sort. 
I grabbed a Lieutenant Ryan, who I believe 
works in the -- he used to work in the Medical Division 


and I believe is in Staten Island now. I designated 


him as my aide and we attempted to establish a command 


post. We were attempting to establish it on top of the 


roof of the van. People were coming in asking 
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directions. The scene at that point where there wer 
numerous fires burning through the pile. We wer 


tentatively directing the volunteers to start fanning 


out on top of the pile to s if we could make any spot 


rescues, if anyone was alive. 


At the same time we were informed that there 
was no water in the hydrant system and what engine 


companies we had that were still remaining, they were 


back towards the west end of Liberty Street there, I 
guess sometimes called the South End Avenue or South 
End Street, were reporting they had no water. 

At some point during this, the difficult part 
was people were trying to make rescues of victims that 
they could see in the pile and we had to force them 


away because people had I beams through them and things 


like that. We just didn't have the time to invest in 


bringing out dead bodies. We were trying to find live 


bodies. We were getting reports, to the best of my 


knowledge, they were caught like that, I believe it was 


58 Engine. They were reporting their officer was 


missing and they were digging themselves out from Cedar 


Street, which is that street just south of the hotel. 


And I kept hearing 65 Engine, but I'm not 


sure where they fit into this. I never did confirm 
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where they were. We did confirm we had lost the 58 


Engine officer, because some of their people came out. 


I was informed that we had gotten word that people had 


got up and gotten a 
en! My aide, we kept attempting to make a list 


of where we were putting these casualties. 


I know it was at that point that Ladder 131 


members were being thrown on a boat and either sent to 


the Statue of Liberty or to New Jersey. There were 
some ambulance rep there who said we couldn't move 
ambulances north or south and the only way out was by 
boat. 


At some point there, Chief Hayden came on the 


scene with basically slits for eyes. I tried to tell 


him to go to the ambulance, but he remained on the 


scene and we attempted to operate a command post. He 


re-established it on the back of the pumper. Kevin 


Cully from OEM surfaced at some point. He also looked 


like he had been shaken in a bag of flour. Then we 


attempted to establish a command post. 


At that point a member of the Fire 


Department, in a blue uniform, informed me that the 
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fire boat Harvey was on the scene. I stopped in 


disbelief, half knowing that the Harvey was sold a 


while ago, but he said it was here, had no equipment 


and an hour's worth of fuel, so OEM attempted to get 


fuel but apparently the fire boat flagged down a 


passing oiler and got fuel. 


We were able to get a couple of engine 


companies back in service and they stretched from the 
fire boat. That was our only source of water at that 
point. I was also informed at that point that there 
was a fire, of all hands proportion broken out in the 
south end apartments. All I could dispatch was one 
group of firefighters to work on that. 

Chief Mosier from Staten Island, 8th 


Division, arrived on the scene. This is how we 


established the sectors at that point. I looked as far 


north as I could see and called that the Liberty Street 


sector. I believe Chief Visconti was somewhere on the 


other end, on the north side of that pile in the middle 


between West on West between Liberty and up to where 


that bridge had collapsed up further and we said, all 


right, you will be the Vesey Street command. At some 


point Chief Haring came on the radio and he designated 


himself as Church Street command. He had numerous 
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fires going on his side. We had a tower ladder. For 
some reason, 15 truck was still in service, but without 


water. When the boat finally got the water going, we 


hooked up the water to the tower ladder. We stretched 


several hand lines, proceeded to search the pile in 
even more detail. 
Chief Mosier's building now, the twenty 


story, number 90 West was becoming fully involved. He 


had approximately 40 firemen without any equipment. I 
believe Marine One eventually supplied water to him and 
that's what he operated. That was a sector, sort of an 
adjunct sector to the Liberty command post. 

I proceeded to direct operations. At some 
point Chief Hayden was removed, I believe to try to get 


some sort of first aid. I remained in command until 


approximately midnight and I was relieved by another 


Deputy Chief, who I relieved the next morning when I 


came back and that just sort of flip flopped back and 


forth till Friday. 


That's basically what I recollect. Somewhere 
during the -- time was totally condensed here. I don't 
remember exact hours. We received several reports. 


One from Ladder 6, reporting talking to Chief Cruthers, 


but he was calling Car 4 Charlie and I realized ther 
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was no command above the Sector Chiefs at that point so 


I answered and asked him what his situation was. 


The Captain was reporting that he was trapped 


in the B stairway and I said we are noting your 


position. What is your situation. He said, well, we 
are here. We have a civilian, but did he have any 
immediate danger, people crushed. He said no. I said 
I have no access to help you. I said I have noted 


where you are, as soon as I get some help, we will try 
to work on that. 

My brother came on the radio at some point. 
He was up at Vesey Street, trying to work his way one 
way or another into the Trade, probably into a garage 
or something. He had, I think, 43 Truck or somebody 
with him. I relayed that information. I don't believe 
he ever got the 6 Truck. I believe 6 Truck eventually 


got themselves out. 


a 


[The only other report I got was there was 


some confusion. They thought my nephew Peter was a 


fireman in 9 Engine and located him, and they told me 
that. 

That's all I have to say, unless you have any 
particular questions. 


MR. CASTORINA: Okay. The time now is 0920 


hours. 


Cc. 


Thank you, 


BLAICH 


Chief. 
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